
 

Grade 4 LESSON  6      “Invasion from Mars a Radio Play” by Howard Koch,  pp. 175-185  

STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y? 

What can the reader infer from the 
introduction at the top of page 176? 

p. 176  
- The reader can infer that people who tuned in 
to the radio show after it had started would not 
have known that the broadcast was fiction.  
Listeners would begin to panic fearing the radio 
accounts were real. According to the text on 
page 176, “Listeners who tuned in after the 
broadcast began were alarmed by what they 
heard.” 
 
 

STANDARD 
RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, 
rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking 
about a text. 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

How does the author organize 
this article? (by showing effects, 
comparing and contrasting, 
describing, events in sequence, 
presenting problems and 
solutions) 
 
 
 

How does the author organize this story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pp. 175-185  
- The author organizes this radio play using 
sequence of events. Reading the excerpt from 
the play describes the narrator (newsman Carl 
Phillips) explaining the scenes to the listening 
audience.  The newsman begins with the object 
having just landed in the field and ends with the 
creature setting the farmer’s field on fire. 
 



 
 
How do lines # through # help to 
develop a central idea of “X”? 

 
 
How do lines 10-14 on p.181 (T25) help to 
develop a central idea in the radio play 
Invasion from Mars? 

 
 
Lines 10-14 develop the central idea that Earth 
is being invaded by beings from another planet. 

 The object that lands in the farmer’s field is 
not known to earthlings. The professor 
reports, “The metal casing is definitely 
extraterrestrial… not found on this earth.” 

 He explains that friction usually tears holes in 
objects, but this object is smooth, making it 
seem unnatural. 

 

STANDARD 
RL. 4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, 
rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking 
about a text. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What is the main reason the 
author includes [section]? (to 
explain, show) 

What is the main reason the author includes 
the stage directions (italicized in 
parentheses)?  

pp. 180-185  
The main reason the author includes stage 
directions in the excerpt is to add to the 
reader’s understanding of what is happening, 
because there are no visuals in a radio play.  
Listeners picture what is happening in their 
heads. For example, the crash of the 
microphone followed by silence tells the 
audience that something terrible has happened 
to the broadcaster (and probably everyone 
around).  Music (piano) can also set the mood. 

 

 



 


